United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
(Jolted States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Vbginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILfNG DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/940,829 



7590 



J.C. Patents, Inc. 
4 VENTURE 
SUITE 250 
Irvine, CA 92618 



08/27/2001 



03/17/2005 



Chui-Kuei Chiu 



JCLA7376 



5456 



EXAMINER 



LEE, CHEUKFAN 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2622 

DATE MAILED: 03/17/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



utticq Mczion oumniary 


Application No. 

09/940,829 


Applicant(s) 

CHIU, CHUI-KUEI 


Examiner 

Cheukfan Lee 


Art Unit 

2622 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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1. Claims 1 and 2 are pending. Claim 1 is independent. 

2. Claims 1 and 2 are objected to because of the following: 

In claim 1, lines 2 and 3 of the claim, "charge couple device" should read either - 
charge coupled device - or » charge-coupled device --; and 

line 3 of the claim, "a plurality of charge signals ... are sequentially sent..." 
should read - a plurality of charge signals ... is sequentially sent --. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Applicant's 
admitted prior art. 

-Claim 1 , the claim recites "providing a fast driving sequence with a period 1/N of 
the above drive sequence". However, N is not defined in the claim. For the purpose of 
this rejection, N is interpreted to be one (1 ). With N=1 , the period of the driving 
sequence is the same as the driving sequence according to which a plurality of charge 
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signals detected by the charge-coupled device is sequentially sent to the pixel 
processor. 

With the above interpretation, the claimed method is met by Applicant's admitted 
prior art discussed on page 2, line 1 1 to page 3, line 6 of the specification with reference 
to prior art Figs. 1B and 2B. 

The claimed method comprises the steps of providing a fast driving sequence 
with a period that is the same of the above driving sequence (the sequence in the claim 
preamble), sending the charge signals to the pixel processor according to the fast 
driving sequence, and sampling the charge signals by the pixel processor according to 
the sampling sequence, and outputting data obtained by sampling. These steps are 
explained in the specification with reference to prior art Figs. 1 B and 2B. In addition to 
the detailed explanation of these figures in the specification, a comparison of prior art 
Fig. 2B and the upper part of Applicants invention Fig. 4A reveals the identical features 
or steps between the prior art and Applicant's invention. 

5. Claim 2 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claim 2 would be allowable because none of the prior art references teaches 
shifting an initial position of the driving sequence of claim 1 with a phase, and sampling 
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and outputting the charge signals at different positions as claimed in claim 2. The 
position shifting feature is not taught by Applicant's admitted prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kozuka (U.S. Patent No. 6,473,538) discloses an image sensor having a 
scanning circuit for reading a signal from a light-receiving element in accordance with a 
resolution switched by a resolution switching circuit, and a start timing control circuit for 
controlling a start timing from one of the photoelectric conversion devices to the next 
photoelectric conversion device in accordance with the resolution switched by the 
resolution switching circuit. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheukfan Lee whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4867. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (703) 305-4712. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Cheukfan Lee 
March 11,2005 



